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banned the importation of high-capac-
ity ammunition clips, and ensured that
all handguns come with child safety
locks. But instead, there is no progress
to report, only partisanship.

We have been waiting for months for
the Republican leadership to act on
this issue. Thirteen children are killed
every day by guns. Yet, on this side of
the aisle, we are stymied and
stonewalled at every turn.

The Republican leadership is woe-
fully out of step with American par-
ents. Youth violence is a complex prob-
lem. It requires several answers. Paren-
tal involvement, safe schools, better
discipline, and violence in the media
are all involved, but gun safety is part
of this puzzle. Now is the wrong time
to do the bidding of the National Rifle
Association.

I urge the Speaker, take up sensible
measures passed by the Senate. Ap-
point conferees immediately. Acting
now is the right thing to do. We have
already waited too long, and too many
youngsters have died.
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DEMOCRATS HAVE NO INTENTION
OF WORKING WITH REPUB-
LICANS THIS YEAR ON ANY-
THING

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, this week
The Washington Post reported a star-
tling admission. One of the leaders of
the liberal wing of the Democratic
party stated point blank that Demo-
crats have no intention of working
with Republicans this year on any-
thing. In fact, they would rather play
politics with seniors, with children,
with working families than pass legis-
lation to help America stay strong and
prosperous.

Listen to this quote given by the dis-
tinguished gentleman from Massachu-
setts, a hero to liberals everywhere. ‘‘It
is not our responsibility to legislate
anymore. It doesn’t make sense for us
to compromise.’’

I certainly do appreciate the gentle-
man’s candor, but let us think about
this idea that it does not make sense
for us to compromise. What he means
is that it does not make political sense
for Democrats to compromise. They
want to block Republican bills, then
turn around and blame extremist Re-
publicans for failing to pass important
legislation.

Is this what Democrats stand for?
What happened to their call for civility
and bipartisan cooperation? Why do
they now want to be obstructionists?
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REPUBLICANS BLOCK DEMO-
CRATIC EFFORTS IN SENATE TO
IMPROVE AMERICA’S HEALTH
CARE INSURANCE

(Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California
asked and was given permission to ad-

dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California.
Mr. Speaker, the morning papers are
recounting what took place in the Sen-
ate yesterday when the Republicans
blocked the efforts to try to provide
better health care to people who have
health insurance.

When the Democrats offered amend-
ments to make it easier for women to
choose their primary care physician, to
choose an obstetrician/gynecologist,
the Republicans blocked that effort.
When the Democrats tried to offer an
effort to make it easier for people who
are denied services to have grievances
against the HMO and the managed care
corporations, the Republicans blocked
that effort. When the Democrats tried
to make it easier for people to go to
the nearest emergency room in an
emergency and know that they would
be reimbursed for going to that emer-
gency room, the Republicans killed
that effort.

However, the Republicans did decide
that they would let women who had
had a mastectomy stay in the hospital
a couple days longer. Apparently, the
Republicans will not let us go to the
doctor to detect a cancer, but if we
have the cancer they will let us stay in
the hospital 2 days extra.
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REPUBLICAN TAX CUT PLAN IS
BALANCED AND SENSIBLE

(Mr. TIAHRT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. TIAHRT. Mr. Speaker, even
though there is a budget surplus here
in Washington, the liberals are attack-
ing the Republican tax cut proposal,
calling it ‘‘risky.’’ They think it is
risky because they do not trust the
taxpayers to spend it right.

Well, I have a different view. I do not
trust the liberals to leave the tax-
payers’ money here in Washington. In
fact, I think that it is truly risky to
leave Americans’ hard-earned taxes
lying around here in Washington for
people who have made their careers ex-
panding government. It should come as
no surprise that the money somehow
gets spent. It always does, it always
has, and it always will.

Politicians will spend the taxpayers’
money, then they will tickle their ears
with wonderful reasons why they just
had to spend it. Face it, the only way
to stop politicians from expanding gov-
ernment and reducing hard-working
Americans’ freedoms is to give the
money back to the people who earned
it.

I like the Republican plan: Lock up
two-thirds of the money that is taken
from the FICA payroll deductions for
retirement security and give the other
third back to the hard-working Ameri-
cans who earned it. It is a balanced and
sensible plan. I ask all my colleagues
to support it.

HATE-CRAZED GUNMAN

(Ms. SCHAKOWSKY asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, I
represent the district in which six Jews
were shot and Rick Byrdsong was
killed. I received this E-mail yester-
day:

Please allow me to express my horror at
the tragedy that has befallen my family. On
my way home from synagogue, I was shot by
a hate-crazed gunman. I spent 4 days in the
hospital. My wife, who was due to give birth
any day, witnessed me prostrate on the steps
of a house bleeding from wounds to my abdo-
men, arm and shoulder.

I am grateful I am alive. I did not think I
would get to see my wife and 22-month-old
daughter again. I do not know how to convey
to you the horror of being shot from close
range because I belong to the ‘wrong’ reli-
gion. This used to happen all too frequently
to my European ancestors. There, too, people
shrugged and moved on to their daily rou-
tines until it was too late.

This event has harmed my family in so
many ways it will take years to heal the
wounds.

That is from Hillel Goldstein. His
mother, Batya Abraham–Goldstein,
said, ‘‘This was not just hate. This is
what happens when hate is given a
gun.’’
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LIBERALS FIND IT DIFFICULT TO
ACCURATELY DESCRIBE REPUB-
LICAN TAX CUT PROPOSAL

(Mr. HEFLEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HEFLEY. Mr. Speaker, why is it
so difficult for liberals to accurately
describe our tax cut proposals? In fact,
to date I have yet to hear a single
Democrat describe our budget surplus
proposal by what is actually in our pro-
posal.

As this chart illustrates, Republicans
have indicated their priorities by put-
ting $2 for retirement security to every
$1 for tax relief from projected sur-
pluses over the next 10 years. Let me
repeat that. From the budget sur-
pluses, we allocate $2 for retirement se-
curity for every $1 for tax relief.

That means that Social Security and
Medicare will be preserved. It also
means that our preference is for tax re-
lief over new Washington spending.

Make no mistake about it, whenever
the Democrats talk about their opposi-
tion to tax cuts and their preference
for debt reduction, we can be sure that
this will mean new Washington spend-
ing. If the 40 years of Democrat control
in the House are any indication, that
money will be spent.

A balanced reproach is $2 for $1: $2
for retirement security, $1 for tax re-
lief.
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HONORING MEMBERS OF SAFE
COLORADO

(Mr. UDALL of Colorado asked and
was given permission to address the
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